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but of its being often a vehicle for the transmission of
tuberculosis, with which the cows so situated are generally
affected. No decision had been arrived at, as some of the
members present admitted that, although the milk would be
much improved by keeping the cows in the country, yet
their presence in town is almost indispensable in a certain
number of cases, and the risk of infection may be reduced
to a minimum if the consumers would only boil the milk
before they use it. This risk is considerably less in this
country, as the inhabitants seldom or never drink raw milk.

Paris, June 1st.

NEW YORK.

(From our own Correspondent.)

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

THIS body met at St. Louis in annual session last week.
The chief interest to the profession at large was its action in

. regard to the proposed International Medical Congress. It

was rumoured that the Association would reinstate the old
committee, but no such change was made, and the efforts to
organise the Congress will continue on the present basis. It
should be understood abroad that there is no hostility of the
profession in this country to the Congress; but, on the con-
trary, there is the most cordial feeling in its favour, and it
will be well attended.

SPLENECTOMY.

Dr. Polk exhibited a spleen which he had removed from a
woman to the Surgical Section of the Academy. The
peculiarity of the case was that he was performing Tait’s
operation, and, instead of finding diseased ovaries, he dis-
covered a tumour lying between the bladder and uterus,
which he proceeded to remove. There had been much in-
flammation about the tumour and many vessels were ligated.
When removed, the tumour had so much the shape and
appearance of a kidney that search was made for these I
organs, and both were found in position. It was then sub- I
mitted to microscopical examination, and found to be a
spleen. The patient made a good recovery.

AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION.

The next meeting of this body will be held at Toronto,
Canada, in October, and the programme of the session has
already been issued. There is much interest in the provinces
in sanitary questions, and provincial boards of health have
been organised. The widespread and disastrous epidemic of
small-pox last year has intensified the interest of the people
on health subjects, and the leading sanitarians have been
desirous of having the Association meet with them for the
purpose of awakening a more general public feeling in
favour of the new health organisation. The meeting
promises to be one of unusual prominence in the history of
this powerful body.

AMERICAN SURGICAL ASSOCIATION.

This Association has just completed its seventh annual
session. One of the most prominent topics of discussion
was laparotomy for the purpose of diagnosis, the affirmative
being strongly maintained. A proposition was entertained
to unite in a congress no less than nine national associations
of specialists, with the general title of " A Congress of
American Physicians and Surgeons." This Congress is to
meet annually at Washington, but each body is to maintain
its separate organisation and publish its own transactions.

ANOTHER GIFT FROM THE VANDERBILTS.

The family of the late Mr. Vanderbilt have added another
500,000 dollars to the like sum given by Mr. Vanderbilt to
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, making a total of
1,000,000 dollars to this old medical school. A few days
since the corner stone of the new college buildings was laid
with much ceremony, and it is the intention of the trustees
to complete the structure in time for the next session.

THE CARTWRIGHT LECTURES.

This course of lectures before the alui7ini of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons was given by Professor Osler of
Philadelphia on " Certain Problems in the Physiology of the
Blood." The first lecture was devoted to the so-called third
corpuscle.

TRAINING SCHOOL FOR ATTENDANTS ON THE INSANE.

The medical officers of the Buffalo Asylum for the Insane
have established a school for the training of attendants, and

on April 20th a class of graduates, six in number, received
certificates. The graduates were all attendants in the
asylum, and they passed a very creditable examination.
New York, May 16th,

MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.

Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act.
IN the House of Lords, on the 28th ult., Earl Spencer

moyed the second reading of this Bill, stating that besides
powers of minor importance which were taken by this Bill
was that of bringing dogs under its provisions. In view of
the prevalence of rabies in the country, Her Majesty’s
Government thought it very important to extend the
powers of the Privy Council in this direction. The Duke
of Richmond and Gordon, the Marquis of Huntly, and the
Earl of Ravensworth having expressed approval of the
measure, the motion was agreed to.

Lea River Purification Bill.
In the House of Commons, on the 28th ult., the Lea River

Purification Bill was read a third time.

Metropolitan Asylums Board.
Mr. Stansfeld, in reply to Mr. Sclater-Booth, stated that

it has been the practice for the managers of the metropolitan
asylums district to have annual inspections of the Leavesden,
Caterham, and Darenth Asylums, and the ship Exmouth.
The chairmen and other influential members of the boards
of guardians in the metropolis and representatives of the
press are invited to attend on these occasions, and refresh-
ments are provided. The cost of the four annual inspections
in 1885 amounted to &pound;245. This is a considerable reduction
upon the amount expended in some previous years, and the
Board trusts that the expenditure will be still further re-
duced. These annual inspections are the occasions when
the asylums are officially visited by the managers, who are
not on the committees for the management of those asylums.

Rating of Lunatic Asylums, &c.
In reply to Mr. Kimber, Mr. Stansfeld stated that he was

not prepared to make any statement as to the scheme of
local government contemplated by Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment ; but he might say that he did not think it would be
expedient to attempt to deal with questions as to the rating
of particular classes ’of property in a Bill having for its
primary object the constitution of local authorities and the
determination of the areas within which they shall have
jurisdiction. Such subjects would, he thought, find their
more fitting place in a rating Bill. In reply to a further
question, Mr. Stansfeld said that he did not expect to bring
in such a Bill.

BeLfast Vain Drainage Bill.
On the 31st ult. a long discussion took place on an amend-

ment to the Belfast Main Drainage Bill, proposed by Mr.
Sexton. The amendment consisted in the insertion of a
clause assimilating the qualifications of burgesses in the
borough of Belfast to the qualification now existing in the
borough of Dublin and in the boroughs of England and
Scotland. The consideration of the Bill was ultimately
adjourned to the 21st inst.

M. Pasteur’s Experiments on Cattle.
In reply to Sir R. Paget, Sir U. Kay-Shuttleworth said

that the attention of the Agricultural Department had been
called to M. Pasteur’s investigations regarding the conta-
gious diseases of cattle, and, by way of a first step in the
direction suggested by the hon. baronet, instructions had
been given to Professor Brown to undertake a series of
experiments with the virus of swine fever.

Medical Acts Amendment Bill.
The House went into Committee on this Bill, and clauses

up to Clause G were agreed to with amendments. On Clause
7, Sir H. Boscoe moved an amendment which would have
the effect of giving to the Victoria University and Durham
University each a representative on the Council, instead of
being linked together to return one member. llr. F. S.
Powell and Mr. Rathbone supported the amendment. Dr.
Foster opposed it on the ground that it increased unduly the
power of the corporations and universities in the Council as
compared with the representation of the profession. Sir
L. Playfair said that, although the general sense of the Com-


